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Music  Library  Association 

K[ew  England  Chapter 


Newsletter    no.    68 


December    1985 


Published  quarterly  in  September,  December,  March  and  June.  Address  all 
correspondence  concerning  editorial  matters  to  Dawn  Thistle,  Editor,  c/o  Music 
Library,  College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  1  College  St.,  Worcester,  MA  01610. 
Inquiries  concerning  subscription  and  membership  should  be  addressed  to  Tish 
Brennan,  Secretary-Treasurer,  408  Benefit  St.,  Providence,  RI  02903. 
Institutional  subscription:  $5.00.  Free  to  members.  Regular  Personal 
Membership:  $4.00.  Student  and  Retired  Membership:  $2.50.  Membership  year 
runs    September    to    August. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

OF    SPRING    MEETING 

The  1986  spring  meeting  will  be 
hosted  by  Smith  College.  The  exact  date 
has  not  yet  been  determined,  but  the 
possible  dates  are  April  5,  12,  or  11. 
Complete  details  will  appear  in  the  Marcv 
Newsletter . 


REPORT  OF  THE 

FALL  MEETING 

The  fall  1985  meeting  was  held  in 
Worcester  where  both  the  College  of  the 
Holy  Cross  and  American  Antiquarian 
Society  were  host  institutions.  Following 
registration,  which  took  place  in  the 
Fenwick  Music  Library,  we  moved  to  the  St. 
Joseph  Memorial  Chapel  where  we  were 
welcomed  by  Dawn  Thistle,  Music  Librarian 
at  Holy  Cross  and  James  Mahoney,  College 
Librarian.  Carol  Tatian  of  Brown 
University,  and  our  Vice 
Chairperson/Chair-Elect,  then  introduced 
James  David  Christie,  College  Organist  as 
well  as  organist  of  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra  and  teacher  of  organ  at  Boston 
Conservatory.  Mr.  Christie  discussed  the 
characteristics  of  the  chapel's  new  Taylor 
and  Boody  organ,  presented  an  illustrative 
recital  on  the  instrument  which  is  based 
on  late  17th  century  north  German  and 
Dutch  models,  and  talked  briefly  on  the 
subject  of  building  a  basic  organ  music 
collection . 


Mary  Wallace  Davidson,  who  had  been 
scheduled  to  report  on  the  national  music 
retrospective  conversion  project,  was, 
unfortunately,  unable  to  be  with  us.  Her 
paper  was  read  by  Dawn  Thistle:  Adherence 
to  national  standards  and  cooperation  with 
the  larger  library  community  both  became 
increasingly  apparent  in  the  1970 's.  The 
growth,  since  1980,  of  the  REMUS 
(Retrospective  Music)  project  and  the 
formation  in  1983  of  AMLG  (Associated 
Music  Libraries  Group)  were  important 
forces  in  the  evolution  of  the  national 
recon  efforts  now  underway.  The  Council 
of  Library  Resources,  to  whom  both  groups 
turned,  suggested  that  a  national  meeting 
on  music  retrospective  conversion  be  held 
immediately  following  the  general 
gathering  CLR  was  sponsoring.  From  these 
meetings  came  a  series  of  recommendations 
which  formed  the  basis  for  national 
action.  An  umbrella  group  for  music,  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Retrospective 
Conversion  in  Music,  was  formed  and  plans 
worked  out  for  apportioning  areas  of 
responsibility  in  this  national  shared 
effort  to  increase  bibliographic  control 
of  music   materials. 

Linda  Solow  Blotner,  Chair  of  the 
Chapter,  reported  briefly  on  the  most 
recent  national  MLA  board  meeting,  and 
Jeff  Rehbach  announced  forthcoming 
national    continuing    education   cwi.ts. 
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The  afternoon  session  took  place  at 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society  where  a 
videotape  introduction  to  the  Society  was 
followed  by  comprehensive  tours  of  the 
building  and  its  collection  of  over  three 
million  items  which  are  cared  for  by  a 
staff  of  50.  Following  the  tours  Georgia 
(Gigi)  Bumgardner,  Curator  of  Graphic 
Arts,  presented  a  talk,  with  slides,  on 
the  musical  collections  of  the  Society, 
paying  particular  attention  to  the 
60,000-70,000  sheet  music  items.  --  Sally 
Evans,    Amherst    College 

MOUG    AND    MLA 

ANNUAL    MEETINGS 

As  you  all  surely  know  by  now,  the 
annual  meetings  of  the  Music  OCLC  Users 
Group  and  the  Music  Library  Association 
will  be  held  February  10-15,  1986,  in 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  As  usual,  NEMLA 
will  be  well  represented  in  the  programs 
of    both   meetings. 

MOUG:  Jeff  Rehb'ach  (Middlebury)  and 
Susan  Dearborn  (CLSI)  will  be  presenting 
papers  on  the  topic  of  "Music 
L i b r a r i a n s h i p  and  the  Computer 
Professional",  and  Sally  Evans  (Amherst) 
and  Jean  Morrow  (NEC)  will  be  leading 
"Problem    Sharing"    discussion    groups. 

MLA  Pre-Conf erence  Workshop  on 
Linking  Music  and  Culture:  Mary  Russell 
and  Jennifer  Post  (both  of  Middlebury) 
will  be  speaking  on  Bibliographic  Control 
and  Access  and  Library  Outreach, 
respectively. 

MLA:  Jeff  Rehbach  will  be  chairing 
the  Education  Committee  meetings,  and 
Michael  Ochs  (Harvard)  will  be  chairing 
the    Publications    Committee   meeting. 

Thanks  to  the  above  for  your  hard 
work  on  behalf  of  our  profession,  and  we 
hope  to  see  many  of  the  rest  of  you  in 
Milwaukee,    too! 


PEOPLE 

IN    THE    NEWS 

**A  belated  'Congratulations!'  to  BETTE 
ROSE  (Boston  College)  ,  who  welcomed  a  baby 
girl,  Kristin  Elizabeth,,  into  the  world 
last    April    8th. 

**Our  congratulations  also  go  out  to 
PAMELA  JUENGLING  (U.Mass.,  Amherst),  who 
has  recently  been  elected  Treasurer  of  the 
Music    OCLC    Users    Group. 

NEMLA   welcomes: 

**JEAN  BENSON,  from  the  Art  and  Music 
Department  of  the  Silas  Bronson  Library, 
the    public    library   of   Waterbury,    CT., 

**SARAH  BOSLAUGH,  from  the  Music 
Department   of   the  Boston   Public   Library, 

**RICHARD  BURBANK,  Assistant  Creative  Arts 
Librarian,    Brandeis   University, 

**SYLVIA  C.  KRAUSSE,  Humanities 
Specialist  at  the  University  of  Rhode 
Island  , 

**JANE  TING,  Music  Cataloger,  Mount 
Holyoke    College, 

**And  NASHUA  (NH)  PUBLIC  LIBRARY,  with  ANN 
R.  WARREN  as  the  contact  person  from  the 
Music,    Art,    and    Media    Department. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

A  musical  celebration  of  Hartford's 
cultural  heritage  will  be  presented  by 
Trinity  College  and  the  Watkinson  Library 
in  a  series  of  two  concerts,  February  2 
and  March  9,  1986,  at  2:00  p.m.  in  Austin 
Arts  Center.  Entitled  "Celebration!  A 
Nostalgic  Glimpse  of  Hartford's  Musical 
Past,"  the  programs  will  utilize  the 
musical  collections  found  in  the  Watkinson 
Library. 

The  first  program  (Feb.  2),  From 
Church  Pew  to  Parlor  Settee,  will  cover 
music  from  1700-1890,  including  early 
church  and  concert  hall  music,  cotillion 
dances  and  hornpipes,  Victorian  songs,  and 
songs  of  social  consciousness.  The  second 
concert  (Mar.  9) ,  Hartford  turns  the 
Century,  encompasses  1890-1920,  and 
includes  popular  music,  early  musical 
theater  and  jazz.  Both  programs  will 
include  a  narrator  to  provide  continuity, 
characterization,  and  historical 
background.  Authentic  costumes  and 
staging  will  add  to  the  festive  atmosphere 
of    this   celebration  of  Hartford's  past. 

An  exhibition  entitled  Jn  meeting 
house ,  parlor  and  concert  hall :  three 
centuries  of  music  in  Hartford  is  also 
being  held  from  January  through  March  at 
the  Watkinson  Library.  Mounted  by 
Margaret  F.  Sax,  Associate  Curator,  the 
exhibition  shows  the  variety  of  music 
enjoyed  and  performed  in  Hartford  from  the 
17th  century  till  the  World  War  I  era  and 
includes  manuscripts,  books,  sheet  music, 
programs   and    posters. 

The  Watkinson  Library  is  open 
Monday — Friday,  8:30 — 4:30,  and  Saturday, 
9:30  —  4:30. 


A    NOTE    FROM 

THE    EDITOR 

Do  you  have  information  of  interest  or  use 
to  your  colleagues,  the  readers  of  this 
Newsletter? 

--Have  you  begun  or  completed  any  music 
library  pr o j ec t s- -b ibl i og r aph i c 
instruction,  retrospective  conversion, 
staff    training,    etc.? 

--Has    your    position/title/job  changed? 


— Have  you  published  articles,  reviews,  or 
books  recently?  Have  you  given  a  paper  at 
a    recent   conference? 


--Are    you    performing 
recitals? 


in    concerts    or 


--Has  your  library  been  the  recipient  of 
any  grants  for  projects  or  gifts  of 
interesting   musical    items? 

— Do  you  have  music,  recordings  or 
equipment    for    sale? 

--Have  you  heard  news  of/from  former 
members? 

— Have  there  been  any  additions  to  your 
family?? 

If  the  answer  to  any  of  the  above 
questions  is  'yes',  please  let  the  editor, 
Dawn  Thistle  (617-793-2295),  know  about 
your  news.  Any  length  or  format  is 
acceptable,  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  publish  the  information  in  the  next 
Newsletter . 
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OFFICERS: 


Cha  irperson : 
Vice-Chair /Chair -Elect 
Past-Chairperson: 
Secretary/Treasurer : 
Member- At-Large: 


Linda  Solow  Blotner,  Avon,  Connecticut 
Carol  Tatian,  Brown  University 
Vivian  A.  Rosenberg,  Northeastern  University 
Patricia  B.M.  Brennan,  Rhode  Island  College 
Sally  Evans,  Amherst  College 
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